
 
 
 

Listening Games 

 

Mood Sounds 

Say a letter sound and ask the children to repeat it. Ask the children to say the 

sound as if they were angry, happy, frightened etc. 

Gobbler/Muncher Game 

Use a cereal box to make a person. 

E.g. Gordon the gobbler. Have a large hole for the mouth. Collect a variety of 

objects 

beginning with 2 different sounds. Ask your child to select an object from your 

tray that begins with a certain sound. Children feed the object to the gobbler 

with replies with an mmmm sound if they are correct. 

Hoop game 

Get 2 hoops, trays or plates and place a letter card on each of them e.g. s and a. 

Have a variety of objects beginning with these 2 sounds. Ask your child to 

select an object and say the name of it. Repeat it several times and then ask 

your child to place it on the correct letter tray. 

Croaker 

Introduce a puppet to your child. Explain that it is finding it hard to say some 

words. Ask your childto select an object out of a bag. The puppet pronounces it 

incorrectly – maybe missing off the initial or end sound. The children help the 

puppet say the word correctly emphasising the part of the word that was 

missing. E.g. The puppet says ‘encil’ the child can say the word correctly ‘pencil’ 

and then the adult can emphasise the ‘p’ sound that was missing. 

Rogue Sound Game 

Show a variety of objects to your child. All of the objects to have the same 

initial sound except for one item. Children to identify which is the rogue item. 

E.g. sun, sausages, cup, scissors. 

Bingo 

Bingo boards can easily be made to suit the ability of your child. You can use 

them in a variety of different ways to help your child learn the letters of the 

alphabet. Make a board containing 6 letters of the alphabet. Then make a set of 

6 letter cards that match the board. You can make 2 boards to play a matching 

game with your child or one of you could be the bingo caller and say the letter 

on the cards and the other person finds the letter on their board and puts a 

counter or toy on it. 

You can just match the letters or you could have some objects to match to the 

letter boards. Your child can then pick an object and place it on the correct 

letter to show what sound the object begins with. 

When choosing objects around the house to use for sound games ensure 

that they begin with the single sound that you are working on. 



 
 
 

For example: 

tiger train 

pencil present 

goat grass 

 

Useful Websites 

Teachers TV – Early Reading and Phonics - 

http://www.teachers.tv/video/27626 

Jolly Phonics Website - 

http://www.jollylearning.co.uk/ 

Pronouncing the Phonemes - 

http://www.getreadingright.com/Pronouncepho 

nemes.htm 

Developing skills for reading and writing    

Talking together without any distractions, use describing words, ask and answer 

questions. “I wonder why…” 

Play together, respond to children’s role play. 

Sing nursery rhymes and songs together with actions/movement. 

Play ‘I spy something that begins with…’ ‘I spy something that rhymes with…’ 

Memory games, snap, pairs. 

Read rhyming stories and spot the rhyming words. 

Play memory games ‘I went to the shops and I bought…’ take it in turns to add to 

the list and remember the order. 

Encourage your child to read the words on food packets when you are       

unpacking shopping or cooking.   Make recipes or letter-shaped biscuits that 

spell out family names. 

Spend 10 minutes a day reading a book together or talking about the pictures 

and making up your own story. 

Find books about things you know your child likes – for example, dinosaurs, space 

or maybe TV tie-ins. 

Create ‘My Book about…’ with your child. 

Get your child to spot letters they recognise (such as the first letter of their 

name) in words. 

Learn new words together. 

Read a book together that you know well, and miss out words. Encourage your 

child to fill in the blanks with a word of their own. 



 
 
 

Go to an event at your local library or Children’s Centre together. 

Get your child interested in cooking by making a cake together using a recipe 

Make a pop-up or lift-the-flap book together. 

Create a collage of the alphabet together by cutting up old newspapers and 

magazines. 

Read a match report for your team together. 

Stick a map of the world on the wall and stick pins in the map to show where 

books you or your child have read are set or are about. 

Websites 

Bigeyedowl.co.uk/songs – rhymes  

Cbeebies for games, rhymes, stories and songs 

International reading association – ‘Supporting your beginning reader’ 

 

 

 

Questions to ask your child when reading – Early Years 

Before reading the book: 

• Can you point to the title? What is this? (pointing to the title)  

• What do you think this story will be about? What might happen in the story?  

Who is in the story?  

 

During the reading of the book: 

What is happening here? 

 What is ______ doing? 

 What might happen   next?  

 How do you think the story might end?  

 Is __________ friendly/ mean/ nice…? 

 What does ______ mean? (To check understanding of a word) 

 

At the end of the book: 



 
 
 

• Did you like this book? Why?  

• What was your favourite part? Why?  

• Which character did you like the best? Why?  

• Why did that character do … (give a situation/ event from the story)?  

• What happened in the story? 

 


