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	Throughout your child’s journey in EYFS, our Geography Curriculum will:
Teach geography is through the "Understanding the World" area of learning. Children learn through hands-on play, sensory exploration, and stories to develop their natural curiosity about the environment, places, and communities around them.

Key Topics and Skills Covered:

· Observation and Exploration: Children observe and talk about the features of their immediate environment, such as the school grounds, their local town, and nature. They explore plants, animals, and the natural world.
· Weather and Seasons: They learn about daily weather patterns and how the environment and our lives change across the different seasons (e.g., summer and winter).
· Contrasting Environments: EYFS pupils begin comparing their own locality with other places and cultures in the wider world. This includes discussing the differences between environments (e.g., hot versus cold countries).
· Mapping and Direction: Through play—such as drawing maps of imaginary places, using small-world toys (like cars and trains), and looking at globes or simple picture maps—children learn early mapping skills and directional vocabulary (e.g., "in front of," "behind," "near," "far").
· People and Communities: They learn about their local community, different types of homes, and the similarities and differences between themselves and others




	
	Autumn 
	Skills 
	Spring 
	Skills
	Summer 
	Skills

	Year 1
	What is it like here?
	
	What is the weather like in the UK?
	
	What is it like to live in Shanghai?
	

	
	This unit introduces children to their local environment. Children in year 1 will begin to identify features of their immediate environment, for example their classroom. They will learn about the UK, it’s four countries and its surrounding seas.
	Locate features on an aerial photograph of our school. They will know the name of the country and city in which we live. They will make a map of their classroom with key features, using objects to represent the distance and direction of features in the classroom. They will recognise features in the school grounds using a map.

	In this unit the children are introduced to continents. They will learn that they live in the continent of Europe. They will build upon their knowledge from the Autumn term and explore the four countries of the UK in more detail.
	Children learn to identify and locate the four UK countries, recognise their own country and describe locations using basic compass directions. They also measure different types of weather, using symbols used in weather forecasts, describe seasonal changes and suggest appropriate clothing and activities for each season.
	In this unit children will learn about the continents of Europe and Asia. They will compare Shanghai to Liverpool.
	Children will be able to give examples of human and physical features. They will use an atlas to locate the UK, China, Europe and Asia on a world map. Children will compare Shanghai to Liverpool.


	Year 2
	Would you prefer to live in a hot or cold place?
	Skills
	Why is our world wonderful?
	Skills
	What is it like to live by the coast?
	Skills

	
	In this unit children will learn that different places experience different types of weather. They will learn that countries that are closer to the Equator will experience warmer weather and countries further from the Equator will experience colder weather. 
	Children will learn and locate the seven continents on a world map, along with the North and South Poles. They will recognise the features of hot and cold places and will locate some countries with hot or cold climates on a world map.

	In this unit children will learn about the seven continents of the world and the five oceans of the world. They will learn the names of the capital cities of the UK and explore some characteristics of the cities. 
	This unit will give the children knowledge to explain the difference between oceans and seas. Children will identify and locate characteristics of the UK on a map and will name and locate the five oceans on a world map.

	In this unit children will learn about seas and compare the size of seas to oceans. They will explore how coasts change over time and will learn about physical and human geography features of the UK.
	In this unit children will name and locate the seas and oceans surrounding the UK in an atlas and be able to label these on a map of the UK. This unit will help children define what the coast is, and they will be able to locate coasts in the UK and name some of the physical features of coasts.

	Year 3
	Rivers
	Mountains 
	Settlements 
	Agriculture
	Volcanoes
	Climate and Biomes

	
	In this unit children will learn that rivers are flowing streams of water (physical geography) and that they significantly impact human life (human geography). They will learn the features of rivers (source, mouth, tributaries, meanders). Children will begin to understand how people use rivers for transport, drinking water, farming (irrigation), and energy. (hydroelectricity). 


	Children will learn that mountains are taller than hills, featuring peaks, slopes, and deep valleys. They will explore how mountains are formed and will learn 
about Global Mountain Ranges including the Andes, Himalayas, Rockies and Alps. They will learn about and be able to describe UK Mountain Ranges. They will explore how mountains are used for mining, tourism, and forestry. 




	Children will learn that a settlement is anywhere people live. They will explore different types of settlements such as hamlets, villages, towns, and cities. This unit will explain why people build in specific places.
 

	In this unit children will understand the meaning of agriculture. They will learn about the different types of agriculture (pastoral and arable). An explore how the natural environment affects what farmers can grow. They will learn that certain foods are produced in different parts of the world. 
 

	Children will learn about the structure of the Earth (crust, mantle, core), they will learn what volcanoes are, and how they erupt. Children will explore how volcanic eruptions are caused.

	Children will have the opportunity to explore Global Climate Zones and identify temperate, tropical, and polar zones.
They will learn characteristics of specific areas like rainforests, deserts, and tundra. They will learn how climate influences what people wear, eat, and build, and how it affects animal and plant life.   
 


	
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills

	
	Use atlases, globes, and maps to identify major global rivers. Children will locate the source (beginning) and mouth (end) of a river. The children will describe the location of rivers using 4-point compass. 
Children will look at photographs and maps to identify landforms and human-made features.
	Identifying mountain ranges globally on a map. Children will use maps, atlases, and globes to distinguish between high and low ground, identifying hilly regions.They will study
photographs of mountain landscapes to identify human and physical features. 
 

	Identifying human and physical features of settlements across the UK and compare them to international examples. 
Children will use 4 figure grid references to locate and compare features on maps. Children will have the opportunity to observe and annotate maps to identify settlement types. 
	In this unit children will locate continents and countries where different foods are produced. 
They will identify rural areas and farming regions. They will use maps, atlases, and globes to find places. 
 

	In this unit children will continue to develop their map skills by locating major volcanoes. The children will use a 4-point compass to describe the locations of physical features. Children will use photographs and aerial views to identify physical features. 

	Children will use maps, atlases, globes, and maps to locate countries and continents. 
They will locate the Equator, North and South Poles, and major lines of latitude (such as the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn) on globes and world maps. 
Use 4-point point compass directions (North, South, East, West) to describe the position of different climate zones and biomes relative to each other. Children will interpret data from climate graphs.

	Year 4
	The River Mersey
	Population
	Coastal Processes and Landforms
	Tourism
	Earthquakes
	Deserts

	
	In this unit children will understand how people use The River Mersey for tourism, leisure and shipping. They will learn how The River Mersey has changed over time. 
	Children will learn that population describes the number of people that live in the same place.
They will understand how human population patterns interact with and change the natural environment. 
Children will learn how physical and human features influence where people live.
	In this unit children will understand how waves erode, transport sediment and deposit materials. They will begin to understand the formation of coastal features such as cliffs, beaches, and bays. Children will explore how coastal landscapes change over time, including the effects of tourism and human management of the coastline. 
	Children will identify major global tourist destinations, within Europe and the UK, and understanding how climate can affect tourism. They will explore why people travel, including visiting built environments and natural attractions. 
This unit will identify both positive and negative impacts of tourism. 
 

	In this unit children will describe and understand the key aspects of physical geography including earthquakes. They will learn how earthquakes can impact the human and physical geography of a place and understands how earthquakes can affect where people live. This unit looks at how earthquakes are measured.   
 

	Children will understand that deserts are defined by low precipitation and explore features like arid landscapes and extreme temperatures. Children will learn how organisms, such as camels or cacti, adapt to live with minimal water. Children will name and describe the physical features found in a desert. 
 


	
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills

	
	Children will identify the location of the River Mersey on a map. They will present data cy creating cross-section graphs of river channels and plot data on charts. 
	This unit allows the children to collect, record, and analyse data regarding population density and distribution. 
They will use atlases, globes, and digital maps to locate, identify, and compare population patterns across different regions.
	In this unit children will practise several skills.
They will use atlases and globes to locate coastal areas, using grid references, symbols, and keys to interpret maps. Children will observe and record data from photographs and aerial perspectives to recognize physical features, including cliffs, beaches, caves, and stacks. This unit allows children to use an 8-point compass for direction.
	In this unit children will annotate maps accurately to locate specific tourist sites or landmarks. They will use surveys and digital tools to collect data about how a region meets the needs of visitors and locals alike. 
 

	Label a diagram of the earth and its layers. 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital maps to locate countries and describe features studied. Children will use tables and charts to collect and display geographical data. 
 

	Identify major hot and cold deserts on a globe or map, alongside understanding the positions of the Equator, North Pole, and South Pole. 
Identify the lines of latitude where hot desert biomes are located.  Children will be able to describe the characteristics of a hot desert biome. Locate the and locate the largest deserts in each continent. 
 


	Year 
5
	Why is California so thirsty?
	Oceans 
	Migration
	North and South America
	The Amazon
	Interconnected Amazon

	
	To know California is on the west coast of the United States. -To know California has a Mediterranean climate: hot, dry summers and mild, wet winters. To understand where the cost of California’s water comes from (snow in the Sierra Nevada mountains).To understand that a drought happens when there is not enough rainfall over a long period of time.
	In this unit the children will investigate oceans in detail. They will learn that oceans cover about 71% of the Earth’s surface.
They will understand how oceans help control the Earth’s climate and temperature and that the ocean is part of the water cycle (evaporation, condensation, precipitation).
	To know that migration means moving from one place to another to live.
To understand why people may move within a country or between countries. Children will explain and understand push and pull factors. Children will learn about the different types of migration and understand the impacts of migration. 
	In this unit children will learn that North America and South America are part of the Americas.
They will explore megacities and population of megacities.
They will explore why deforestation is happening in parts of the Amazon Rainforest and will learn how human activity can damage or change natural environments.

	Children will learn that The Amazon rainforest is the largest tropical rainforest in the world. They will be able to name the layers of the rainforest. 
Children will explore the 
features of a tropical climate.
 
 

	In this unit children will learn that The Amazon is not just a place, but a complex system where everything is linked. They will understand how climate, rivers, plants, animals, and people all interact.
They will explore that when something changes in The Amazon things can affect the whole system (e.g. deforestation affects rainfall and wildlife).
Understand and explain the water cycle in the rainforest.  
 


	
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills

	
	Interpreting a range of thematic maps.
Using atlases and digital maps to locate California. Data Interpretation
-Reading graphs (rainfall, temperature, water use). Comparing climate data between regions
Geographical Enquiry-
Asking questions like:
Why is there not enough water?
Who is most affected?
	Locating and naming the five oceans using globes, atlases, and maps.
Understand how oceans connect continents.
Interpret data and visual information
reading: 
· Climate maps (sea temperature)
· Ocean current maps
· Diagrams (e.g. water cycle, ocean layers)
· Understanding graphs and charts linked to ocean data.
	Locating countries and migration routes.
Understanding movement between regions and continents.
Using world maps to describe flows of people.
Data Interpretation:
· Reading population graphs and charts
· Comparing migration patterns between places
· Interpreting simple statistical information
	Locating continents, countries, and key physical features on maps. 
Use 4 figure grid references.
 
Interpreting thematic maps.
 

	Locating the Amazon basin and surrounding countries on maps.
Data and interpretation:
· Interpreting climate graphs (rainfall and temperature)
· Reading and comparing geographical data
· Using evidence to describe patterns.
 

	Data interpretation:
 
· Analysing climate graphs and rainfall data
· Interpreting deforestation maps and satellite images
· Comparing changes over time (before/after deforestation). 
 


	Year 
6
	Energy and Climate Change
	Ethiopia
	Changing Liverpool
	Jamaica
	Fieldwork
	Fieldwork

	
	Children will understand that climate change is a long-term change in Earth’s temperature and weather patterns. They will study greenhouse gases and explore why the Earth is warming. They will understand how human activity can cause climate change and be able to explain renewable and non-renewable energy sources.
	In this unit children will learn that that Ethiopia is a landlocked country in East Africa and be able to explain what a landlocked country is. 
They will understand how the landscape of Ethiopia affects climate, farming, and where people live. Children will explore how climates can differ depending on height above sea level.
	In this unit children will learn about the location of Liverpool. They will explore how Liverpool has changed over time and understand growth and development of the city, industry, migration, deindustrialisation and redevelopment of the city. Children will understand why inner-city areas experienced a decline in the mid-twentieth century.  
 

	Children will learn that Jamaica is part of the Caribbean region of North America. They will explore the country’s geographical features and climate. 
They will understand how climate and natural hazards strongly affect how people live and work.
Children will learn how
Jamaica is connected to the world through tourism and trade.
	During the summer term, children in year 6 will participate in fieldwork:
Locate the UK's major urban areas, knowing
some of their distinct characteristics and how some of these have changed over time.
Follow a short route on a OS map

Describe the features shown on an OS map

Use 8 figure compass and 6 figure grid reference accurately
 
Making maps 
Draw plans of increasing complexity 

Begin to use and recognise atlas symbols

	

	
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills
	Skills

	
	Children will locate energy-rich and high-emission countries on a world map. 
Data interpretation:
· Reading and analysing climate graphs
· Comparing energy use between countries
· Identifying trends in temperature and emissions data.
 

	Children will compare Ethiopia with the UK and other countries. 
 
Identifying similarities and differences in climate, landscape, and lifestyle.

Data interpretation:
· Reading climate graphs and rainfall data
· Interpreting population and development indicators
· Using maps to identify physical and human features
	Locating Liverpool on a map and describing its location within the UK.
Data interpretation:
· Interpreting population and development indicators
· Presenting data in a variety of ways.
 
 

	In this unit children will compare Jamaica with the UK and other countries. They will
Identify similarities and differences in: 
· climate
· settlement
· economy
· landscape
 
Data interpretation:
· Reading climate graphs (temperature and rainfall)
· Interpreting hurricane and hazard data
· Analysing maps of population and land use
	Children will continue to develop various geography skills during this term:

Use a database to interrogate/amend information collected

Use graphs to display data collected 

Use sketches as evidence in an investigation select field sketching from a variety of techniques 

Use photographic evidence in their investigations 
Evaluate the usefulness of the images
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