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Computing is a highly relevant subject for delivering safeguarding messages, British Values and Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education. As children increasingly interact with digital technology, Computing provides opportunities to develop safe, respectful and responsible behaviours online. Rather than teaching online safety as a standalone topic, these concepts are embedded throughout the curriculum, enabling pupils to apply them in meaningful and authentic contexts.
How does the MGL computing curriculum deliver these elements within primary school computing?
1. Promotion of British Values
Computing supports the development of British Values through the responsible use of technology and participation in digital communities.
· Mutual Respect and Tolerance: Pupils learn to communicate respectfully online and understand that people may have different opinions, beliefs and experiences. They explore the importance of positive digital interactions and recognise the impact their words can have on others.
· The Rule of Law: Pupils learn that rules exist online as well as offline. They develop an understanding of acceptable use agreements, age restrictions, copyright and the consequences of inappropriate online behaviour.
· Individual Liberty: Children learn how to make safe and informed choices when using technology. They understand their rights online, including privacy and personal safety, whilst recognising the responsibilities that accompany these freedoms.
· Democracy: Pupils learn how technology enables people to share ideas and collaborate. They are encouraged to listen to others, contribute appropriately and respect differing viewpoints within digital spaces.
2. Integration of PSHE Links
The Computing curriculum naturally supports the aims of the Jigsaw PSHE programme.
· Health and Wellbeing: Lessons focusing on online safety, digital wellbeing and responsible technology use help pupils understand the impact of technology on their mental and physical health. Pupils explore topics such as managing screen time, recognising cyberbullying, protecting personal information and developing strategies to stay safe online.
· Relationships: Through collaborative learning, online communication and discussions around digital citizenship, pupils learn how to interact respectfully and responsibly in digital spaces. They develop an understanding of positive online behaviour, empathy, and the importance of maintaining healthy relationships both online and offline.
· Living in the Wider World: Computing units promote digital literacy, media awareness and responsible participation in an increasingly connected world. Pupils learn to evaluate online information critically, understand the importance of digital footprints and privacy, and recognise their responsibilities as informed and respectful digital citizens. This encourages them to make safe, ethical and responsible choices when using technology.
3. Delivery of Safe Messages
Computing provides a structured and age-appropriate framework for discussing online safety and digital citizenship.
· Factual and Age-Appropriate Understanding: Sensitive topics such as cyberbullying, online exploitation, misinformation, data privacy and digital footprints are taught through clear, age-appropriate and knowledge-rich content. This factual approach prevents unnecessary fear whilst ensuring pupils understand potential risks and know how to respond safely and appropriately.
· A Safe Environment for Discussion: The structured and inclusive design of the curriculum enables all pupils to develop the vocabulary and confidence needed to discuss online experiences. It creates a classroom culture where digital behaviour, online risks and ethical issues can be explored safely, thoughtfully and without judgement.
· Empowerment Over Fear: By focusing on practical strategies, such as recognising unsafe situations, protecting personal information, reporting concerns and making informed choices online, the curriculum ensures that pupils feel confident rather than fearful when using technology. It develops resilience, critical thinking and a strong sense of personal responsibility, enabling children to participate safely and positively in the digital world.
The Jigsaw PSHE scheme creates safe messages for Computing by providing an emotional framework, mindfulness practices and a standard group agreement (the Jigsaw Charter). While the MGL Computing curriculum teaches pupils how to use technology safely, responsibly and effectively, Jigsaw develops the emotional resilience needed to navigate online experiences confidently. This prepares children to respond appropriately to challenges such as cyberbullying, online pressure, misinformation, inappropriate content and concerns about privacy and personal information.
How does the Jigsaw scheme ensure safe messaging within Computing?
Establishing the Jigsaw Charter
The Jigsaw Charter provides clear expectations for respectful discussion during online safety lessons.
· Children understand that they have the right to pass if a discussion makes them uncomfortable.
· The charter promotes respectful listening and protects pupils from judgement when sharing thoughts or experiences.
Emotional Regulation Through Mindfulness
Jigsaw's mindfulness activities support children in managing emotions that may arise when discussing online risks.
· Calm Me sessions help pupils regulate emotions and feel secure.
· Children are encouraged to reflect thoughtfully on challenging situations before responding
A Progressive Approach
Online safety concepts are revisited throughout primary school with increasing depth and complexity.
· KS1 focuses on trusted adults, personal information and kindness online.
· KS2 introduces privacy, digital footprints, cyberbullying, misinformation and responsible communication.
Use of Scenarios and Characters
Jigsaw uses fictional situations and characters to explore sensitive issues safely.
· Pupils can discuss online risks objectively.
· This approach promotes empathy whilst reducing anxiety or personal distress.
Promoting Agency and Help-Seeking
A key safeguarding message within both Jigsaw and Computing is that pupils should seek support whenever they feel unsafe online.
· Children identify trusted adults who can help them.
· They learn how to report concerns and understand that support is always available.
· Lessons focus on empowering children to make positive choices and take appropriate action when faced with online challenges.
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