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Safer Messages in Science at Gwladys Street CP and Nursery School
Purpose
At Gwladys Street, we recognise that Science education provides valuable opportunities to explore health, relationships, personal safety, diversity, and the wider world. Some scientific topics may prompt questions or discussions that are sensitive or personally relevant to pupils. This document outlines the safer messages that staff will consistently promote through the HEP Science curriculum, ensuring that teaching is age-appropriate, inclusive, and aligned with our safeguarding responsibilities.
Core Principles
Science teaching should:
· Promote curiosity, questioning and critical thinking.
· Encourage respect for evidence and different viewpoints.
· Support pupils to make informed and healthy choices.
· Reinforce personal safety and wellbeing.
· Celebrate diversity and inclusion.
· Provide accurate, age-appropriate information.
· Create a classroom environment where pupils feel safe to ask questions.
Safer Messages by Science Topic
Animals Including Humans
Safer Messages
· Every person is unique and develops at their own pace.
· Bodies change as we grow and this is a normal part of life.
· Good hygiene helps keep us healthy.
· Healthy choices, including diet, exercise, sleep and emotional wellbeing, support a healthy lifestyle.
· Pupils have a right to privacy regarding their bodies.
· If something worries them about their health or body, they should speak to a trusted adult.
British Values Links
· Mutual Respect: Respecting differences in appearance, development and abilities.
· Individual Liberty: Making informed choices about healthy lifestyles.
Jigsaw Links
· Healthy Me
· Changing Me
· Being Me in My World

Living Things and Their Habitats
Safer Messages
· Living things depend on each other and their environment.
· Humans have a responsibility to care for the natural world.
· Biodiversity is important and should be protected.
· Everyone can contribute positively to environmental sustainability.
British Values Links
· Mutual Respect: Respecting living things and the environment.
· Rule of Law: Understanding rules that protect habitats and wildlife.
Jigsaw Links
· Dreams and Goals
· Healthy Me
· Being Me in My World

Plants
Safer Messages
· Living things need appropriate conditions to grow and thrive.
· Caring for living things requires responsibility and kindness.
· Patience and perseverance are important when observing growth and change.
British Values Links
· Responsibility within a community.
· Mutual Respect for living organisms.
Jigsaw Links
· Being Me in My World
· Dreams and Goals

Materials
Safer Messages
· Some substances can be harmful if used incorrectly.
· Safety instructions should always be followed.
· Pupils should never taste unknown substances.
· Adults should supervise potentially hazardous activities.
British Values Links
· Rule of Law: Following safety rules and procedures.
· Individual Liberty: Making safe and responsible choices.
Jigsaw Links
· Healthy Me
· Being Me in My World

Forces, Electricity and Physical Processes
Safer Messages
· Electricity can be useful but can also be dangerous.
· Safety procedures must always be followed.
· Risk assessment helps keep people safe.
· Scientific investigation requires responsible behaviour.
British Values Links
· Rule of Law: Understanding and following safety rules.
· Democracy: Working collaboratively and sharing ideas during investigations.
Jigsaw Links
· Healthy Me
· Relationships

Earth and Space
Safer Messages
· Science helps us understand the world through evidence and investigation.
· New discoveries can change our understanding.
· Respectful discussion and questioning are important parts of learning.
British Values Links
· Democracy: Valuing different ideas and discussion.
· Individual Liberty: Freedom to explore and question respectfully.
Jigsaw Links
· Dreams and Goals
· Being Me in My World

Working Scientifically
Safer Messages
· It is acceptable to make mistakes when learning.
· Scientific conclusions should be based on evidence.
· Different viewpoints should be listened to respectfully.
· Pupils should report concerns, accidents or unsafe situations immediately.
· Everyone has the right to participate and be heard.
British Values Links
· Democracy: Listening to others and sharing opinions.
· Mutual Respect: Respecting contributions from all pupils.
· Individual Liberty: Developing confidence to ask questions.
· Rule of Law: Following agreed classroom expectations.
Jigsaw Links
· Being Me in My World
· Relationships
· Healthy Me

Sensitive Topics
When teaching topics such as puberty, reproduction, human development and health:
· Use agreed scientific vocabulary.
· Provide factual, age-appropriate information.
· Acknowledge that families and experiences may differ.
· Reinforce safeguarding messages about trusted adults and seeking help.
· Follow school policies for Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) and safeguarding.
British Values Links
· Mutual Respect
· Individual Liberty
Jigsaw Links
· Changing Me
· Relationships

Key Whole-School Safer Messages
Throughout science lessons, staff should reinforce:
· We are all different and all valued.
· Questions are welcomed and treated respectfully.
· Evidence helps us understand the world.
· Safety rules protect everyone.
· Healthy choices support wellbeing.
· We should care for ourselves, others and the environment.
· If something worries us, we should talk to a trusted adult.

Monitoring and Review
This guidance should be reviewed annually alongside:
· Science Curriculum Planning
· RSHE Policy
· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
· Jigsaw PSHE Overview
· British Values Statement
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